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arly next year, the AEF will publish a book based on
teachers’ experiences of including studies of Asia
across the curriculum. More than forty teachers from

Access Asia sch ools in  each  state an d t errit ory  h ave
contributed to this publication.

The book will celebrate the achievements of Access Asia schools,
now numbering more than 1500 across Australia. It will also provide
advice and encouragement - direct, relevant and practical - to
assist educators who are working towards the inclusion of studies of
Asia in the curriculum and school community.  Forty teacher stories
were collected from Access Asia schools

The book begins by describing the motivations of those involved:
what got them interested. As you might expect those moments
vary. There are travellers, students of Asia, people pressed into service
to meet school demands, language teachers who saw possibilities
in spreading aspects of their work, teachers who were worried about
the way they were catering for their multicultural student population,
and others who have been deeply influenced by professional
development experiences.

It continues with an
an alysis of h ow
people ‘got things
going’ at the school
level. Even though
circumstances vary
w idely, t h ere are
common elements in
this process.

A further section deals
with common problems - lack of interest from colleagues and shortage of resources
(time, money and personnel), for example. But in most cases, the authors talk about
how they have worked their way past these hurdles.

And what are the results like? This section has produced some of the most exciting
extracts. Some of those responding have found the process has instigated a whole
renewal of interest in their work as teachers. Others describe how the introduction of
the program has had an impact across the teaching and learning practices of the
whole school. Others are easily able to trace the effects on students.

The stories contain consistent references to the impact of participation in the various
in-country fellowship (TICFA) programs, the support and direction gained through the
professional development and network activities and the attractiveness and quality of
the curriculum resource materials made available through Studies of Asia strategies.

Teacher Stories of Change will be available in February 2001.
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manager’s report

Planning for the future
The Asia Education Foundation welcomed recent
advice from the Commonwealth Department of
Education, Training and Youth Affairs (DETYA) that
the AEF has been built into government forward
estimates for a further four years.  While this is subject
to annual Ministerial review and approval, it is
important news for the AEF and its partners and for
the promotion of studies of Asia in schools.

At the AEF national meeting in October the national
team, including state and territory AEF advisors,
DETYA and AEF national office staff undertook a
strategic planning exercise to review the current
environment for studies of Asia in schools and identify
key strategic directions for a fourth triennium: 2001-
4.  Supporting studies of Asia that demonstrate depth
and breadth, measuring the impact of our work on
studen ts, schools and teachers, continuing the
provision of practical, quality programs and further
u tilisin g in form ation  an d commu n icat ion
tech nologies were iden tified by th e group as
meriting a strengthen ed priority in the future.

An Interim Report from the independent evaluation
of the AEF’s third triennium is due in December 2000
and will also guide future planning.  AEF planning
occurs on a triennial basis and a draft strategic plan
J u ly 200 1 – J u n e 2004 w ill be prepared for
consideration by the national team at the next
meeting in March 2001.

Kathe Kirby, Manager

State/Territory AEF Advisors
The AEF welcomes Lily Chan to the position of AEF
Advisor in the Northern Territory. The AEF thanks Liz
Pearse (NT), Kiraly Middleton and Corine Cordes
(AC T) for their excellent work in 1999-2000.

Access Asia School Programs
Around Australia
Access Asia schools have grown to 1543 this year.
Action around Australia includes:

• a ‘virtual’ online conference for student s in
Western Au stralia, tit led ‘Tim or in  Tu rmoil’,
attracted key speakers from Timor and Australia
and a large student audience

• the seventh ann ual Teaching about Asia in
Victorian Schools Conference attracted 160
teachers for the two-day program

• the Tasmanian program is focusing on providing
professional development for teachers of Arts,
En glish  an d SOSE as well as in itiatives for
teachers in outlying schools

• The South Australian program has forged a
part n ersh ip w ith  t h e Adelaide Botan ical
Gardens to develop curriculum resources on
flora from Asia

• Asia in Schools Week in the NT was launch ed
by the Minister of Education, The Honourable
Chris Lugg in late September

• 6000 Years 2-8 students in the AC T were treated
to a performance of Kera Putih ( The White
Monkey) by the Jigsaw Theatre Company as
part of Asia in Schools Week

• the NSW Access Asia program has launched an
internet strategy – Access Asia Online – a  website
for all aspects of the Access Asia Program in NSW.

Cordes - ACT at the AEF National Meetin g in October.
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Strategic partner of the National
Asian Languages and Studies  in
Australian Schools  (NALSAS)
Taskforce

The AEF is identified as a strategic partner in the
NALSAS Strategy Phase 2 Strategic Plan, 1999-2002.
The AEF has worked to support NALSAS outcomes
since 1995 and to date has collaborated on 14
national collaborative projects in the studies of Asia
including Asia EdNet, the Studies of Asia Professional
Development Modules and materials including
Snapshots of Asia, Voices and Values and a set of
three English anthologies

The AEF continues
to collaborate
with NALSAS and
will undertake the
follow in g n ew
projects in 2000-01:

• Th e S tu den t
Baseline Data
Su rvey w ill
collect an d
analyse data
on  w h at
A u s t r a l i a n
students know
and un derstand
abou t Asia.  Th e su rvey will be con du cted
nationally in 2001 at primary and secondary
levels of schooling.  The survey, the first of its kind,
will aim to provide critical indicators to state/
territory jurisdictions and national collaborative
bodies su ch  as th e AEF an d th e NAL SAS
Taskforce, to assist in  th e iden tification  of
appropriate curriculum support and teacher
professional development strategies to further
the work already occurring in this area. The data
will have the capacity to be built on in a range
of ways for future research and data collection
to monitor progress and inform planning.

T h e Stu d en t Bas elin e Data  Su rvey  will
collect and  analy se d ata on what Australian
stud ents  know and  und ers tand  ab out Asia.
The s urvey ,  the firs t of its  k ind ,  will aim  to
p rov id e critical ind icators  to s tate/territory
jurisd ictions and  national collab orative bod ies
such as the AEF and  the NALSAS Taskforce,  to
as s is t in  th e id en tification of ap p rop riate
curriculum  sup p ort and  teacher p rofessional
d evelop m ent strategies.  

• Scan of Studies of Asia in Pre Service Teacher
Education. The NALSAS Taskforce and the AEF
have recognised the critical importance of
teacher training in sustaining the inclusion of
studies of Asia in schools. The AEF will partner the
Taskforce in undertaking a scan of the cu rrent
inclusion of studies of Asia in all pre-service
education courses in Australia.  The report will
provide indicators for action in this area.

• Asia EdNet, managed by Curriculum Corporation
and the AEF, has been extended to December
2002 with new developments linking to LOTE
teachers and Asian Studies experts online.

• The AEF has partnered Curriculum Corporation
an d t h e Asian

S t u d i e s
Association  of
Au stralia to
develop a CD
ROM for senior
English students,
Asia Th rou gh
Asian Eyes. The
first in th e series
w ill focu s on
Indonesia and
provide access
for students to a
large range of

m u lt i- m ed ia
texts  con cerned

with In donesia. Contextual information and
curriculum activities will be included. A ‘China’
CD in the series is also being planed.

• The AEF has developed a national professional
development ‘train the trainer’ program to
promote use of the NALSAS resource, Studies of
Asia C u rricu lu m Su pport Docu men t.
Professional development training sessions will
occur in all states and territories in the next few
months.  This program aims to focus on the
development of depth, breath and sequence
in studies of Asia curriculum planning in schools.

 Since 19 92 the Asia Ed ucation Found ation has worked  with schools, governm ent and
non-governm ent ed ucation agencies, universities, p hilanthrop ic found ations and  the
corp orate sector to:
• Promote and support the study of Asia across all curriculum areas in Australian schools
• Develop Asia related print and electronic materials for Australian sch ool ch ildren
• Promote the study of Asia within teacher education
• Educate the broader community about the importance of school students un dertaking studies of Asia.

There are three major national programs:
• Curriculum Development

Curriculum Development produces national guidelines for the study of Asia and the Access Asia series of print and
electronic publications.

• Schools Development
Schools Development initiates and resources a national network of Access Asia schools to introduce and develop

studies of Asia in all curriculum areas.

• Partnerships and Professional Development
The Partnerships and Professional Development Program develops strategic alliances with Asian and Au stralian
education, philanthropic, corporate, government and university bodies to support the studies of Asia in schools
through teacher education. 

AEF NEWS4
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Linking Latitudes 2001 :
Shanghai, China

To date 225 delegates have registered for the
AEF’s second international conference. 134 of
th ese h ave received fu n din g su pport from
gov ern m en t , cat h olic an d in depen den t
education sectors across Australia.  160 places
have been purch ased for the pre and post
con ference fieldwork program. Registration
closes on 1 December!

In Country Experience and
Teacher Exchanges

A record number of 162 Australian teachers and
35 teachers from Korea, India and Indonesia will
participate in one of ten study tours and three
exch an ge programs in  20 00-20 01 to In dia,
Vietn am, Japan , Ch in a (2), Cambodia an d
Thailand, Korea (2), Indonesia and Nepal.

Opportunities  for Teacher
Profess ional Development via
Distance – Studies  of As ia for
Teachers

The first delivery of the Studies of Asia for Teachers
distance course is being delivered in Semester
2, 2000.  The evaluation of the initial delivery will
inform the development of the final five modules.
During 2001 teachers will be able to complete
a graduate course offered by the University of
Tasmania and Flinders University. This course will
in clu de cross-curriculu m subjects as well as
subjects with a SOSE, Arts and English focus. For
more information, check out the web site:

http://asia-for-teachers.educ.utas.edu.au

National Awards  for Access
Asia Website

‘C hin a – a virt u al jou rn ey’  – Win n er of
th e Au stralian  Pu blish ers Design Award for
Best Design ed website, 1999. Based on  an
AEF S tu dy Tou r, th e C h in a w eb sit e, to
qu ote th e ju dges, delivers:

. . . .good in formation  elegan tly an d
eff icien t ly. . . . is in t im at e in  st y le,
easily n av igable an d obv iou sly
created w ith  passion  an d care. It s
stren gth  lies in  bein g really in vit in g
for th e reader to explore it.

‘Sn apsh ot s of  Asia’  w ebsit e w as also
sh ortlisted for t h is aw ard.

‘ In don esia’  – Win n er of t h e Au st ralian
Aw ard for Excellen ce in  Edu cat ion al
Pu blish in g in  t h e Best  Prim ary w ebsit e
category. Th e ju dges report  stat es th at
th ey w ere:

.. . im pressed w it h  t h e w ell ch osen
lin ks, th e excellen t n avigation  an d
t h e qu alit y of  t h e m at erial m ade
available an d accessible.

‘Go In don esia’  – a site for prim ary an d
lower secon dary stu den ts – was lau n ch ed
in  October as part tw o of th e w eb based
In don esia st rat egy  fu n ded by  t h e
Au st ralia-In don esia In st it u te. A sit e for
LOTE teach ers w ill  complete t h e series
early in  2001.

Kathe Kirby
Manager, Asia Education Foundation

‘C h in a –  a v irtu al
journey ’ – Winner of the
Au s tra lian  Pu b lis h ers
Des ign Award  for Bes t
Des ig n ed  Web  s ite,

1 9 9 9 .  

Therese Regan a t  Da isen’ in  Sub temple Kyo to , TICFA
p rog ram, Japan , Ap ril 2000
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AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL
TERRITORY
School Snapshots

Asia EdNet has been a major focus of professional
development in the AC T from June to September.
Pairs of teachers, who had undertaken the training
provided by the AEF, led five one-day workshops
catering for the range of teacher expertise. The
impact of this professional development has
included incorporation of new knowledge and skills
into teaching programs in the studies of Asia.

Following on from a high ly engaging School
Coordin at ors’  Day, t h e Nort h side n et w ork
organ ised a pract ical aftern oon  w orksh op
involving the following four mini activities:
Ø Chinese calligraphy with Peter Chu, Secretary

of the AC T Chinese Teachers’ Association
Ø Indonesian dance with teacher, Chiau Gee

Ø Rice paper painting with teacher, Melinda Hall

Ø 0shibori – Japanese tie dyeing with teacher,
Joan James

The Southside network attempted to come to a
better understanding of Buddhism with a talk by
th e Abbot of  Sakyam u n i Bu ddh ist Cen tre,
Venerable Thich Qu ang Ba. A follow up visit to
the monastery is planned.

The local Jigsaw Theatre Company staged 23
school performances of Kera Putih (The White
Mon key) .  Cen tral to t h e creation  of th is
production has been the philosophy of building
cross-cultural understanding and respect.

A record number of over 130 Year
10, 11 and 12 students attended
the annual ‘Be an Asian Stu dies
Student for a Day’ program at the
Au stralian  Nat ion al Un iv ersit y.
Students experienced what it is like
to be a u n iversity stu den t  by
part icipat in g in  lectu res an d
tutorials in Asian Languages, Asian
Hist ory, Asian  Religion s, Asian
Literature, Asian Linguistics and
Contemporary Asian Societies.

access asia schools
he Access Asia Sch ools Program has grown over eight years to include around 1500 schools across
Australia.  Reports from states and territories highlight the range of achievements and challenges of
the Program.

Achievements h ave been  facilitated through partnerships with a broad range of community, academic,
government and non-governmen t organizations. Other partnerships have led to the development of curriculum
resources and professional development programs. Partnersh ips with schools and organizations in the region
have contributed to studen t and teacher knowledge and understandings of the Asia-Pacific region.

Alongside achievements are challenges for the Schools Program.  The major challenge is to meet the needs
of a diverse range of schools, teachers and students in the program coupled with providing depth in curriculum
offerings and teacher professional development activities.  Achieving a balance between reach and impact
is a key question for each state and territory program as they grow and develop.

State/territory reports highlight achievements and challenges as the Schools Program continues to make its
mark on the curriculum map of Australian sch ools.

Musician, Margaret Bradley involved up to
forty-five students per school in a worksh op
‘Exploring Indonesian Music’. Students played
a w ide variet y of In don esian  in stru men ts,
including gamelan and drums, at one point
simultaneously and in harmony.

As Lyneham High School demonstrated, it is not
only students of Japanese who host visitors from
Japan. The school hosted a group of Japanese
stu dents from Nichidai Ju n ior High School,
Nagasaki. The Japanese students were billeted
with host families from the Year 9 English class.
The English class prepared for the visit with a
study of Japanese cu lture and literature.

Th e organ isation  by the Japan  Edu cation
Advancement Association was impeccable.

Belconnen High school has noted an increase
in the numbers of Year 7 students continuing
w ith  th eir LOTE in to Year 8. Man y sch ool
activities have contributed to this including a
LOTE day for Year 7. The planning and running
of the day was outsourced to former teacher,
Kerry Davies, of Bali Garden s Education al
Services. Teachers could devote their energies
to supervising students in one activity, each
becoming an expert in that activity.

Stromlo High School students of Japanese and
In don esian  h ave been  in volved in  liv e
broadcasting on community radio station FM
91.1. Teacher Mirriam Jerrems organises this
project.

TT

Studen ts from St  Thomas the Apostle schoo l, with Mr Hideki
Onish i from the Japanese embassy du ring  Asia  in  Schoo l Week
activit ies, ACT.
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NEW SOUTH WALES
Online support for Access  Asia
teachers

The New Sou th Wales Access Asia web site -
w w w.acces s as ia.edu. au ,  w en t  on lin e in
August and is proving to be a h ighly effective
and popular means through which teachers
obt ain  program  in form at ion  an d su pport
available to schools.

The website is designed to provide effective
and efficient support to an  increased num ber
of schools includin g isolated areas; facilitate
networks  over large geographic areas and
ensure that all schools have equal access to,
resources and information provided through
the program.

Online network chat rooms are set to become
an  importan t m ediu m t h rou gh  w hich  NSW

network coordinators provide leadership to
schools. Teachers are being encouraged to
visit the website to obtain information about
professional development opportunities, and
to complete and send applications.

Sch olarsh ips to t h e Lin kin g Latit u des 200 1
con feren ce in  Sh an gh ai, t h e Teach er
Educational Visits (TEV) programs in Vietnam
an d C hin a an d w orksh ops on  C h in a for
primary and secondary school teachers have
all been advertised on the web.

A three-day trainin g program, held in  Sydney
in  Oct ober, prov ided an  opport u n it y for
network coordinators to become skilled in the
u se of discu ssion  foru ms to provide on lin e
leadership to schools. They learnt how to set
u p, operat e an d adm in ist er t h e on lin e
discussion facility and examined strategies for
providing effective online support to schools.

Teach ers w h o h ave received sch olarsh ips
t o u n dert ake a Gradu at e C ert ificat e in
Teaching Studies of Asia at the University of
Western Sydney are very familiar wit h onlin e
discu ssion  forums. In  th e in terval bet w een
th e two on -campu s cou rse in tensives, th ey
entered the university’s ‘virtual classroom’ and
discu ssed a n u m ber of t opics. Th ey also
su bm itted assign m en ts electron ically. Th e
t w en t y-eigh t t each ers w h o receiv ed
scholarships in 2000 and the fifty-four teachers
who graduat ed last year will find it easy to
log into the NSW Access Asia web site and
make use of its facilities.

Un it s of  w ork  design ed t o su pport  t h e
implemen tat ion  of th e n ew  High er Sch ool
C ert ificat e (HSC )  cou rses in  Geograph y,
Society and Culture, Visual Arts and English  will
soon be published on www.accessasia.edu.au

Teach ers wh o participated in  th e Teach er
Educational Visits (TEV) Program in Vietnam
in J anu ary 2000 have developed curriculum
support materials that inclu de:

Ø Ha Lon g Bay: a case st u dy of  an

ecosystem at risk will provide support for
the HSC Geography course

Ø Case stu dies of six artists wh o seek to
in t erpret  t h e w orld in  n ew  w ays w ill
provide support for the new HSC course
in Visual Arts

Ø A stu dy of family life an d popu lation
changes in Vietnam will cover the HSC
Society an d Cu ltu re core: Social an d
Cultu ral Continu ity and Chan ge

Ø A stu dy of six poems by Ngu yen Duy,
on e of Viet n am ’s m ost  prolific an d
popu lar con t em porary  poet s,  w ill
provide support for the HSC English as a
Second Language course. Nguyen Duy’s
poems also support a study of the set text
On ly th e Heart by Brian  Casw ell an d
David Phu An Chiem.

The AC T Access Asia Schools program would not
be the success it is without the commitment of
Access Asia n etw ork leaders an d sch ool
coordinators. These teachers undergo and offer
train in g program s on  stu dies of Asia an d
encourage or coordinate activities promoting
studies of Asia in their schools and across the
networks.

L-R Tanya  Meuler, Wagga  Wagga  Lu theran  Schoo l,
Fr ank Br ooks, Studen tNet a nd  Sa nd r a  Sa lama nca ,
Tweed  River High  Schoo l a t  the Netwo rk Coo rd ina to rs
Tra in ing  Day held  in  October, NSW
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NORTHERN TERRITORY
Community links  and curriculum
review

Asia in Sch ools Week was celebrated jointly with
literacy and nu meracy programs as part of
Education Week this year in the Northern Territory.
The Hon. Minister of Education -- Mr Chris Lugg
expounded on the aims and objectives of Asia
in Schools Program in the Northern Territory at the
launch of Education Week.

Many teaching and learning programs were
showcased during Education Week and  reflected
the diversity of approaches to the studies of Asia
in classrooms. A highlight was the interactive
classrooms-in -action  with  studen ts teach ing
In don esian  palm-leaf w eavin g, Ch in ese
calligraph y an d J apan ese origam i to t h e
audience at the Education Week launch. This
interactive program stole the show!

Robyn Wait from Northern Territory Writers’ Centre
brought Pu isi Reformasi (Reformation Poetry)
workshop to a senior class at Darwin High School.
Toget h er w ith  an  In don esian  w rit er, t h ey
presen ted poems written  du rin g th e recen t
tu m u ltu ou s period in  In don esia, in  En glish
and Indonesian. After a brief introduction to some
drama techniques, students dramatised their
selected poems in small groups.

The My Place Asia-Australia program occurred for
secondary-aged indigenous students from the
Open  Edu cat ion  Cen tre in  Au gu st.
Th is program  in volv ed eigh t t each ers an d
seventy-two students from remote communities.
They created visual artworks and wrote stories
about significant places in their lives. The pieces
of work from this visual arts-literacy project will
form part of an exhibition that will visit schools in
Victoria, Korea and China. Next year students
attending the residential school will see My Place
Asia-Au stralia  im ages an d text from  th eir
counterparts in the Asian region.

‘Mahjong fever hit Darwin!’ could easily be a
h eadlin e in  th e local paper. Th e volu n tary
services of Mah jon g en t h u siast s f rom  t h e
University of the Third Age (U3A) were in big
demand at primary schools. Students learnt this
ancient Chinese game of strategy very quickly.
Th e sen ior cit izen s con t in u e t o blaze t h e
Mah jon g t rail,  sh arin g t h eir passion  w it h
studen ts, teachers an d other senior citizen s.
C u rren t ly t w o Mah jon g t rain - t h e- train er
workshops are being organised by teachers
and school councils.

The 3000 year old Chinese art of kite making was
popular with Moulden Primary School who hired a
local craftsman to help students construct a
collaborativ e ‘Golden  Dragon  K ite’ , w h ich
became a talking point at Education Week.

Two key professional development activities in
Term 4 are the Studies of Asia Curriculum Support
Document train-the-trainer worksh op and the
locally organised Vietnam Study Tour during the
school holidays. Twelve teachers will be spending
twenty-five days in Vietnam, working on My Place
Asia-Australia project, which will link participants’
schools with schools in Vietnam. The study tour
will visit and work with a school in Khanh Hoa
provin ce where th e North ern  Territory h as a
Memorandum of Understanding. Schools will raise
funds to help build a classroom and teachers will
also teach in schools.

The Asia in Schools Project is working closely
w it h  t h e C u rricu lu m  Fram ew ork t eam  t o
integrate the S tudies of Asia perspective into
the Territory’s outcomes based curriculum.

In  partn ersh ip with  th e Research  In stitu te
for Asia an d t h e Pacific (RIAP)  at th e
University of Sydney, the following workshops
were developed:

Ø Changing Cultures: China and Australia,
for primary school teachers, designed to
su pport  th e Hu m an  Society an d it s
En vironmen t an d En glish  syllabu ses for
Stage 3 (Years 5 and 6)

Ø Ch in a an d Tibet: In digen ou s peoples,
colon isat ion  an d con tact h ist ory,  for
secondary school teachers, supported the
implementation of the    h istory syllabus for
Stage 4 (Years 7 and 8).

Teach ers wh o took part in  these workshops
h ave been  en cou raged t o develop u n its
of w ork on  C h in a. Each  participan t h as
been invited to submit a completed unit of
w ork an d be con sidered for an  aw ard of
a fu ll spon sorship to Lin kin g Latit u des 2001
conference in Shanghai. These sponsorships
are additional to the 20 scholarships offered
through the NSW Access Asia program.

Background notes for participants developed
by RIAP an d th e aw ard-w in n in g u n its of
work will be posted on the web site in Term 1,
2001.

www.accessasia.edu.au is redefining the way
th e NSW Access Asia program is providin g
leadership and su pport to schools.

The Hon . Min ister o f Educa tion  Mr Ch ris Lugg  with  No rthern Territo ry
Adviso r - Ms Lily Chan
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Over one thousand participants

Next year will see the one thousandth participant
in the Including Stu dies of Asia in Curriculum
course with 200 teachers from all jurisdictions,
learning areas and year levels attending this year.
In South Australia, schools must participate in this
course in order to join the Access Asia Schools
Program.

The Graduate Certificate in the Studies of Asia
at Flin ders Un iversity has provided in  depth
professional development for teachers wishing to
further their knowledge and understandings in the
studies of Asia.

Flinders University will also present a series of ‘train
the trainer’ workshops based around the Studies
of Asia Curriculum Support Document, and the
Access Asia publication A Thai Journey, which will
integrate a study tour to Myanmar and Thailand.

Linking Latitu des 2001 conference has been
at the forefront of much interest and activity
in South Australia , with new ideas for teaching
and learning to include concepts of China being
developed in many contexts.

Man y sch ools w it h  en terprise edu cat ion
programs, those who have sister schools in China,
or th ose w ish in g to ‘ In tern at ion alise’  th eir
campuses with Chinese students, participating
in long-term courses of study, have taken a keen
interest in Linking Latitudes 2001, seeing it as a
way to further engage with China.

More than twenty teachers will be supported to
participate through funding from the Department
of Education Trainin g and Employmen t. The
Catholic Education office will also support a similar
number of participants and a further contingent
from the Independent schools sector will be
represented.

Providing professional development for teachers
is a priority for the Asia in Schools program. With
the Northern Territory curriculum undergoing
renewal and development it is an exciting time
for ch an ge an d it  provides a w on derfu l
opportunity to embed the studies of Asia across
th e cu rricu la. We are lookin g forw ard t o
meaningful change for better student outcomes.

Studen ts during  NT Open  Lea rn ing  Centre Residentia l
Schoo l, August wo rking  on  My Place - Asia  - Aust ra lia .

An exciting new development is that participants
in Linking Latitudes 2001 will be able to use the
experience as the basis for a new topic to be
offered at Flinders University in 2001 – ‘Education
Field Study: Asia’ – as a part of the coursework
Masters in Education Studies.  This option should
be particularly attractive to those teachers who
have now completed or are currently undertaking
the Graduate Certificate in Education (Studies of
Asia) and are looking to gain a higher award.

Access Asia networks are delivering professional
development programs at the local level. Network
leaders have developed a range of workshops,
demonstrations, lectures and activities to bridge
the work initiated in the introductory Including
Stu dies of Asia in  Cu rricu lu m profession al
developm en t program , an d th e Gradu ate
Certificate in Education - Studies of Asia.

One third of South Australian schools are Access
Asia schools.  Schools celebrated Asia in Schools
Week to highlight programs. The ‘Red Turban’
network of Access Asia Schools initiated the launch
of Asia in Schools Week in Adelaide’s Central
Market. Sch ools participated in a range of activities
that showcased their work during the year, and
events took place in public places all over the city.

Many country schools have embraced Asia in
Schools Week enthusiastically with one school in
the Riverland hosting a visit of primary school
students from Korea, another introduced Asian
cooking for the first time in the community.

The collaboration between the Adelaide Botanic
Gardens, Multicultural Education Coordinating
Committee, Asia Education program, Catholic
Education Office and the Open Access College
has resulted in a powerful new resource for the
studies of Asia. The Plants and Peoples of Asia
resource u ses a walkin g trail in th e Adelaide
Botanic gardens to introduce plants of Asia and
their cultural stories to help understand different
aspects of Asian life and environments. Several
other major collaborative projects are also under
development, all of which will provide schools with
authentic and innovative curriculum resources.

L-R Hiro sh i Haga , Chandan i Lokuge and  Chand rabhanu  p resen ters a t  the
Gradua te Cert ifica te cou rse a t  Flinders Un iversity in  Sep tember
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TASMANIA
Challenging and inspiring
professional development

The AEF policy of training key teachers to take
respon sibilit y for  prov idin g profession al
development to other teachers continues to be
a key feature of the Access Asia program in
Tasmania. Professional development programs
have been enriched through the special skills of
leading teachers whose interests and expertise
match to Access Asia texts. Participants have
been challenged and inspired to adopt new
strategies and expand their range of teaching
and learning activities in Tasmanian schools.
Classroom  teach ers as presen t ers prov ide
authentic and stimulating sessions. Maria Leaver,
Annette Moult and Mandy Gardner have been
key presenters as part of this training program.

The Asia Ednet community continues to grow in
Tasmania and the online tutorial has been crucial
in  bu ildin g u p teach ers’  con fiden ce an d
expertise. Recen t session s,focu sed on  t h e
introduction of Module 3: Curriculum and the
In tern et an d in  part icu lar Trackst ar an d
Webquests,  have been used widely.

The synergy between studies of Asia and Asian
lan gu ages w as exemplified at th e Modern
Langu age Teachers’ Association of Tasmania
Conference in Au gust. Greg Ashman, a regional
LOTE coordinator, ran an excellent session based
on the Snapshots of Asia Indonesian text. Greg
h as u sed t h e t ext  to prom ot e m u lt i- level
teaching an d learning strategies for language
in classrooms. He used an in ventive approach
to integrating multiple intelligences -  Bloom’s
Taxon om y an d best  pract ice in  t each in g

Indonesian  LOTE through a range of activities
using the Snapshots of Asia text. Whist Greg’s
exemplification used the Indonesian text , the
process could be applied to other texts.

South Hobart Primary School held a highly
successful day focused on the studies of Asia
activities in July. A member of staff, Sally Wright,
inspired by her TICFA study tour experience
to In don esia, organ ised a w h ole sch ool
assembly, where the entire proceedings and
items presented by pupils from prep to grade 6
were in Bahasa Indonesian.

VICTORIA
Developing depth in s tudies  of
Asia

There is a Zen  koan t hat goes something like
this: Two monks were arguing about a flag.
One said “The flag is moving.”  The other said
“Th e w in d is movin g.”  Th e six th  patriach
happened to be passing by.  He told them:
“Not the w ind, n ot the flag: min d is moving.”
‘Moving Minds’ became the theme of the
seventh annu al studies of Asia conference
in Victoria.

Greg Sh er idan , Foreign  Edit or at  Th e
Au stralian  open ed th e con ference with  a
stim u lat in g, provocat ive address on  t h e
theme of ‘Asian Values and th e Challen ge
of Understanding Asia’.

Dewi Anggraeni, freelance journalist and writer,
read her story titled ‘Roots’ for the conference.
Su btle, delicat e an d h u morou s, th e story
explored differen ces in  perception  with in
Indonesia. Many presenters took up the theme,
working with the theme of perception, in a
workshop such as ‘Identity in  Japan ’, and
developin g kn ow ledge abou t a cou n try
through ‘Indonesia Update’.  Other presenters
showed how students might become involved
in issues, From Study to Action in studies of Asia:
Child Labour’ and ‘Human Rights and Asia –
An Interactive Workshop’.

Mu sical in terlu des th readin g th rou gh  th e
Conference demonstrated something of the
n atu re of  ‘m ovin g m in ds’ , featu rin g L isa
Youn g, a former Asialin k resident to In dia,
with her India-inspiring drumming and singing
an d t he reverberat in g in flu en ce in  h er
musical group Coco’s Lun ch.

The second annual student conference was
the statewide highlight of Asia In Schools Week.
With a focus on the Arts, students from Years 7 –
9 came in nu mbers to participate. Beginning
with an exciting performance, by Indonesian
calung ensemble NGALAGURAME, the students
were further inspired by two former Asialink
residents, Petrus Spronk, sculptor and ceramicist
an d Ch i Vu , writer an d actor.  Both  artists

L-R Dan ielle Bresnehan , Elizabeth  McElivee and  Jan  Kiernan (AEF Adviso r) a t  the
Stud ies o f Asia  Cu rricu lum Suppo rt  Document ‘ tra in  the t ra iner’ p rog ram in  Ta sman ia ,
November 2000
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spoke of th eir respectiv e
connections with Korea and
Viet n am an d h ow  th ese
connections informed their art.

Th e Victorian  Program h as
recen tly reflect ed on  h ow
th e Program  h as evolved
an d w h ere it is goin g?  A
“th in k tan k” , consistin g of
key Vict orian  edu cat ors
met t o discu ss th e stu dies
of Asia strategy in  Victoria.
Represen t at iv es f rom  all
sect ors,  u n iv ers it ies an d
sch ools, an d th e AEF, met
to  set  n ew  direction s for
th e Access Asia Program.

Some messages from the day
included:

Su ccesses - Th e studies of
Asia st rat egy  h as seen
sign if ican t ly  im prov ed
aw aren ess of  t each ers
abou t  th e im port an ce of
st u dies of  Asia. T h e
capacity of  t each ers  t o
explore depth  an d breadth
w ith in  t h e cu rricu lu m  h as
in creased, en h an ced w ith
t h e adven t  of  t h e
Gradu at e C ert if icat e in
S tu dies of Asia. High  qu ality
resou rces an d profession al
development were identified
as key contributors to these
successes.

A ch an gin g con text - Th e
edu cation al an d political
con text h as ch an ged
markedly in the eight years
of the studies of Asia strategy.
New min isterial priorities in
edu cation , th e im pact of
IC T an d th e developm en t
of a coh ort  of teach ers
experienced in implementing a studies of Asia
curriculum in schools demand new strategic
priorities.

A significant shift in thinking includes strategic
developm en t of  th e th em e “Asia w it h in
Au stralia” .  Oth er ch allenges in clude th e
establishment of links with the leadership strata
in schools and in regions. Further investigation
of h ow  to m ain stream  stu dies of Asia in
Victorian schools is required.

“Think Tank”  2 met in October to continue
discussion of the Access Asia Program and its
strategic priorities within the studies of Asia
strategy. The process provides an exciting
opportu n ity  to re-develop th e Program ,
capitalizing on existing successes and using
new technologies and alliances to develop
depth  an d breadth  in  th e stu dies of Asia.

access asia schools

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
International curriculum
programs expand reach

The Western Australian Access Asia Program
h as spread its w in gs over  th e past  few
m on th s th rou gh  n egotiated partn ersh ips
with the Education Departments of Tomioka
Cit y, J apan  an d th e Z h eijian g Provin ce,
Ch in a. Tw o delegation s com prisin g
adm in istrat ors an d t each ers, h ave spen t
ten  days n egot iat in g sister  sch ool
relationships and collaborative projects via
the internet.

Ba rba r a  Ho llander o f Geelong  College, Victo ria , p resen ts a  Wo rkshop  a t  the
Austra lia  - Ko rea  Teachers Pr o fessiona l Development Fo rum in August
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For those who were un able to take part in t he
ov erseas experien ce, a v irt u al st u den t
conference, focussing on the future needs of
East Timorese children, provided students with
the opportunity to speak to experts in the field
of aid to East Timor. Students participating in
this event are currently putting t ogether plans
for fu t u re act ion  t o assist  w it h  problem s
identified during the conference.

Other student activities that have strengthened
in t ern at ion al lin ks in clu de t h e Solar C ar
Ch allen ge ru n  by th e Sh ogu n  Clu ster. Th e
Challenge n ow h as teams entered from India
an d J apan . Furth er lin ks betw een Western
Australia and India have emerged from the
India TIC FA study tour wit h Rach el Marwick
currently working with teachers in New Delhi
focussing on service in the community. Students
from St Joseph’s College, Albany will work with
students from Shri Ram Sch ool, New Delhi in
village schools near Jaipur and with Swatcha
Ganga, Varanasi to clean the Ganges River.
Collaboration is already occurring between St
Joseph’s College and Shri Ram with students
communicating by email about water control in
their area and their own  religious philosophies.

Studen ts o f Sumire Kinderga rten  teach ing  teachers from Albany schoo ls in  WA and  Pamela  Stewa rt  (WA AEF Adviso r) the Ta iko  d rums in
Japan

Th e Midlan d Edu cation al Dist rict , in
partnership with  CARE Cambodia and the
Access Asia Program  h as em barked on
an  excitin g citizen sh ip project . Teach ers
w ere giv en  t each in g program s t h at
provided in creased stu den ts’ knowledge
about Cambodia, as a context to encourage
fund-raising activities.

The expansion of th e Access Asia Program
continu es to occur with over 312 schools.
C lu st er coordin ators h av e been  bu sy
delivering various after-school development
act ivit ies. On e ext rem ely su ccessfu l
weekend program saw teachers exploring
lin ks between  th e Cu rricu lum Fram ework,
the Arts and studies of Asia.  The program was
held in a rural setting beside the Avon River
and teachers were immersed in opportunities
to develop their knowledge about Asian art
forms as well as savouring the magnificent
In dian  food cooked by t h eir C lu st er
Coordinator, Greg Harper.

The stage is now set for an exciting year in
2001 with in ternational lin ks increasing and
the continued strengthening an d expansion
of the West Australian Access Asia Program.
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       asia ednet
sia EdNet is a project funded by DETYA
th rou gh  th e NALSAS strategy an d
managed by Curriculum Corporation

an d th e Asia Edu cation  Foun dation . It u ses
elect ron ic com m u n icat ion  t o su pport
stu dies of Asia in  Au stralian  sch ools. Asia
EdNet’s resou rces in clu de a gu ide to u sefu l
stu dies of Asia web resources, a noticeboard
of forth com in g even ts, an d a lively em ail
discussion group for teachers. There is an extensive
online tutorial program that supplements professional
development – Asia
EdNet tutorial.

Since April 1999, the
discussion group has
grown to arou nd 500
participants across
th e cou n try (an d
beyond!). A recent
su rvey fou n d th at
u sers are almost equ ally divided betw een
prim ary  an d secon dary t each ers, an d
spread across all learn ing areas, in clu din g
an in creasing n umber of LOTE teachers. The
group also attracts principals, administrators,
academ ics an d ot h er edu cat ion
profession als. All stat es an d territ ories are
sh owin g in creasin g levels of participat ion ,
with Western Australia taking th e prize for the
most participants relative to population.

The range of t opics raised in  discu ssion  is
im pressive -  in  on e w eek t h ere m ay be
post in gs abou t  resou rces for  t each in g
Korean  art,  n ew  w ebsites on  In dia, daily life
in  Viet n am , an d t ips on  con vin cin g you r
colleagu es to in clude Asia-focused material
in  th eir teach in g. Th e list h as facilitat ed a
n u m ber of  collaborat ive t each in g an d
learn in g projects.

L in dsay Rae, w h o recen t ly t ook ov er
coordination of Asia EdNet, says he is excited
by th e qu ality of par ticipation  an d by t h e
project ’s grow th  poten tial. “Th e discu ssion
group has grown in to an active commun ity,
wh ere people are sh arin g th eir kn owledge,
experien ces an d resou rces all th e time,” h e
said.  “One of the m ost frequent m essages we
see is ‘Can anyone help me wit h…’,  and not
many of those messages go unanswered.”

Asia EdNet  h as
also recen tly
gain ed t h e
services of Kurt
Am brose, an
experien ced
teach er an d
res ea rc h er ,
who is providing

adm in is t rat ion
and research services to strengthen the service.

Furth er developments are taking shape.  Over
the next tw o years, guest experts will join Asia
EdNet for a period t o sh are th eir specialist
knowledge. Another new feature is a weekly
newsletter to keep Asia EdNet members up to
date with  coming events, new resources and
other news. Online ch at an d web forums are
other facilities being explored.  There is a digest
facility so those who w ish to keep their email
to a m inimu m can receive just one message a
day that includes all that day’s postings.

To join  Asia EdNet, visit
w w w . cu rri cu l um . ed u . au /acces s as i a/
network/index.htm or ju st sen d an  email to
asia. ednet@curriculum .edu.au  or you can
contact Lindsay Rae or Kurt Ambrose on
Tel. 03 9207 9600.

One o f the m o st frequen t m essages we

see is  ‘Can  an yo ne help m e with …’,  an d n o t
m an y o f th o se m essages go  u nanswered.  

Lindsay Rae and  Ku rt  Amb rose - the Asia  EdNet team loca ted  a t  Cu rriculum
Co rpo ra t ion

AA
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Short Professional
Development
Prorgams

h e follow in g is a list in g of th e sh ort
profession al developm en t programs
developed around Access Asia texts.

Th e texts an d th e professional developmen t
programs are further supported by the Access Asia
website:

www.curriculum.edu.au/
accessasia/index.html

Please contact your local AEF Advisor (page 2) for
further details regarding these programs in your
state or territory.

Vietnam—Young People,
Old Country
Th e Vietn am—You n g People, Old
Count ry professional development
program focuses on the themes of the
environment, traveling to Vietnam,
celebrating Tet and social change.
These short workshop sessions draw on
the texts and illustrate how to integrate
the resource into the classroom.

www.curriculum.edu.au/accessasia/
vietnam/vietnam.htm#pdprog

NALSAS Studies  of As ia Materials
Profess ional Development
Program
NALSAS S tudies of Asia Materials Professional
Development Program, features the Impressions,
Reflection s an d Dimen sion s,  Texts from Asia,
Sn apsh ots of Asia an d V oices an d V alu es,
Citizenship in Asia. This is an extensive program that
introduces participants to a range of strategies to
integrate these texts into the curriculum. These rich
texts have the capacity to support the studies of
Asia across the curriculum together with priorities
such  as literacy and civics and citizenship.

www.curriculum.edu.au/accessasia/snapshot/
index.htm#profess

NALSAS Studies  of As ia
Curriculum Support Document
Train-the-Trainer Program
This program focuses educators’ attention on the
important issues relating to developing curriculum.
The program has been designed to meet local
needs. Information about the delivery of professional
developmen t program s du rin g 2001 can  be
obtained via state and territory AEF Advisors.  Key
elements of the Studies of Asia Curriculum Support
 Document can be viewed at:
www.curriculum.edu.au/accessasia/soa/index.html

Hanabi: Sources on
Japan in  the English
Classroom

Th e Han abi profession al
development program focuses on
the text which brings to life the
rich n ess of J apan ese lit erary
tradit ion s, draw s correlation s
between literature and cultu re
an d illu strates h ow to u se th e
resource in the classroom.

www.curriculum.edu.au/accessasia/japan/
index.htm#profess

A Thai Journey

Professional development workshops featuring
the text A Thai Journey are a new edition to this
workshop series. These workshops explore aspects
of civics an d citizen sh ip, environ men t an d
contemporary life in Thailand. Each workshop
features activities relating to A Thai Journey and
referen ce t o elect ron ic resou rces th at
compliment the text.

www.curriculum.edu.au/accessasia/thailand/
index.htm

Accessing India

Th is program featu res th e text s, In to In dia
published by Curriculum Corporation and Raining
Su rprises an d Explorin g In dia pu blish ed by
Macmillan. In addition, a photo CD has been
developed to support key themes in the texts.

www.curriculum.edu.au/accessasia/india/
index.htm#profess

Accessing India Photo CD

The Photo CD, featuring more
than 70 images of India, covers
th e th em es of t ran sport,
m arkets, street life, Mogh u l
arch it ectu re, w eddin gs,
textiles, crafts and dance.

Copies of the Accessing
In dia Ph oto CD are
available from the AEF
n ation al office at cost
recovery price of $20.00.
To order a copy, contact
Kurt Mullane at the AEF
national office.

professional development

TT
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professional development
Studies of Asia for
Teachers - Distance
Course

he AEF recognises that the traditional
m eth ods of deliverin g profession al
development do not always meet the

needs of teachers. For example, teachers from
many parts of Australia have not had access to
studies of Asia programs, others find participating
in intensive programs inconvenient.

The new distance graduate course called, Studies
of Asia for Teachers (primary and secondary) aims
to offer a flexible altern ative for Au stralian
teachers. This course is based on the NALSAS
Studies of Asia Professional Development Modules.
The full graduate course will be offered in Semester
1, 2001. This is the first time such a course has been
offered by universities. The University of Tasmania
and Flinders University will jointly offer subjects
using print and CD ROM materials.

Teachers with an interest in primary education
and in particular secondary Studies of Society
an d th e En viron men t, En glish  an d th e Arts
learning areas will be both challenged and
supported to complete the program.  Teachers
h ave access to on line support to facilitate
communication with lecturers and fellow students.

Th is course offers a ran ge of path ways for
teach ers t o gain  qu alification s su ch  as a
Graduate Certificate of Education, Masters of
Education or Diploma in Languages – Asian.

For more information, check out the web site:
http://asia-for-teachers.educ.utas.edu.au

Spreading the word
about studies of Asia

uring 2000, the AEF has implemented
an  effective strategy to in crease
th e n umber of organisation s and

individuals that know about and have access
to studies of Asia programs across Australia.

In addition to nation al and state/territory
profession al dev elopm en t  program s,
an additional 3,700 educators have taken
part  in  w orksh ops an d/or presen tat ion s
at 54 nation al and state/territory subject
and professional association conferences
a s
part of th e AEF Con ference Strategy.

The NALSAS Taskforce also commissioned
C u rricu lu m  C orporat ion  an d t h e AEF
to develop a portable display of all NALSAS
produ cts to promote the work occu rring
in  Asian  lan gu ages an d stu dies of Asia
at a broad range of conferences. This kit
is located with NALSAS representatives in
each  st at e an d t errit ory . C on feren ce
presentations highligh t key programs and
materials developed by the AEF, NALSAS
and participating schools.

Takin g th e time to presen t on stu dies of
Asia  is an  importan t strategy to en su re
reach  in t o t h e Au st ralian  com m u n ity
beyon d t h e 1 5% of  sch ools cu rren t ly
participating in the Access Asia program.

Th e AEF w as also in vited t o presen t  at
the SchoolNet conference in Pusan, Korea.
Th is an n u al even t  brin gs toget h er over
400  t each ers w h o h ave an  in t erest  in
the use of information and commu nication
t ech n ologies ( IC T)  in  prim ary an d
secondary schools. The AEF developed a
presentation on key electronic strategies
in clu din g Asia EdNet, Stu dies of Asia for
Teach ers CD ROM an d th e Access Asia
website. Th e conferen ce h ighligh ted th e
sign if ican t  su pport  of  t h e Min ist ry of
Education, Korea for the use IC T in  schools.

DD

TT

Organ isers and  keyno te p resen ters, a t  Schoo lNet Con ference, Pusan , Ko rea ,
August  includ ing  Mau reen Welch, AEF (2n d  from righ t)
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 Linking Literacy
n Victoria and South  Australia two qu ite different approaches have been u sed to provide
greater insights in to th e stu dies of Asia th rough text.

In Sou th Aust ralia students at a num ber of independent sector primary schools have had th e
opportunity to read and explore texts with  an Asian focus. As part of th e project teachers have
undergone a rigorous and sustained professional development program to develop confidence,
knowledge and un derstan ding of th e texts an d expand th e range of texts offered to st uden ts.

A quaterley Booktalkers sem inar held in Victoria recently brought together aut hors w ith an Asia
focus to speak about th eir work and influences u pon th eir writing. The audience, made up
predom in an tly of En glish  teach ers an d librarian s, delved in to issu es related to iden tity,
auth enticity, th e exotic an d con text.

Linking Literacy with studies of Asia

The South Australian Independent Schools Targeted Programs Literacy and Studies of Asia Project invited a group
of twenty primary teachers from ten schools to participate in a twelve month classroom research project during
1999. The Linking Literacy with Studies of Asia Project explored some of the ways middle primary teachers integrate
studies of Asia within their literacy teaching with a focus on reading.

The Project included four days professional development, visits to schools, release time for writing and funding for
resources. The professional development program introduced teachers to theoretical frameworks, curriculum
principles and learning emphases that underpin studies of Asia programs.

In their classrooms, teachers chose to research and write an article for other teachers about one aspect of their Literacy and
studies of Asia program. A publication of these articles will be launched in Term 4, 2000. Within these articles some common
teaching practices are apparent: structuring for talk and questioning; explicit teaching of skills and strategies.

Talk was crucial in assisting students to access some of the texts with an Asian focus.  Teachers found by reading
and discussing these texts in a purposeful way as part of the literacy program, students were able to further their
understandings of the peoples and cultures of Asia.

By providing a framework for questioning, teachers challenged students to view a wide variety of texts critically
and analyse representations of Asian peoples and cu ltures in the texts.

Providing scaffolding for students to undertake their own research is a feature of many of the articles. Teachers
used guided reading circles as a way of teaching students to read and clarify, to highlight and select key words, to
use headings and make notes in order to undertake research tasks on various countries and events in Asia.

During the Project, teachers were able to raise and explore learning and teaching issues related to the integration
of studies of Asia into a middle primary literacy program. Identifying a range of texts appropriate to the middle
primary years with a focus on Asia and which engaged students as readers, was a common concern  at the beginning
of the Project. Folktales and picture books proved to be useful texts because the stories were generally accessible
to the students, the level of language was appropriate, the stories were short and self-contained and the content
engaging to students at this level.

Folktales aroused students’ curiosity, they were a stimulus for students to find out more about a particular country.
Often they were a springboard, which led to teachers using texts such as non-fiction, pamphlets, newspaper and
magazine articles and web sites to explore contemporary issues. Teachers also found they were able to make
accessible to students a wider range of texts with a focus on the countries of Asia through their read-aloud program.

A significant feature of the Project was the enjoyment teachers and students gained as they explored literacy teaching and
learning using Asia focussed texts. Students found studying Asia engaging and motivating,
while teachers found the range of texts and the talk around these texts added a new and
exciting component to their teaching of reading.

Susanne Bartlett and Andrew Edmonston comment:
I attended the course Linking Literacy with Studies of Asia Project.  Each term we
were exposed to successful teaching practice that incorporated Asian Studies
with their literacy program.  My horizons were expanded and I was enthused by
other teacher’s stories of positive changes in student understandings of Asia. Course
participation had created a network of professionals to encourage us and keep
us accountable.

For further information contact:
South Australian Independent Schools Targeted Programs Authority
Suzanne Bradshaw - Studies of Asia Adviser
Deirdre Travers - Literacy Adviser
Tel: 08 8373 0755
Fax: 08 8373 1116
email: istpa@isb.sa.edu.au

II
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Linking Literacy with studies of Asia
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Images of Asia

Jill Wilson, AEF State Advisor, Victoria reflects on her recent presentation at ‘Booktalkers’.

“Think for a minute about your favourite books, your ‘desert island books’, books which ch anged your life. Share
your choice with the person sitting with you.”

Booktalkers became a hubbub of voices. Hard to quieten the room.  “Now raise your hands if one of your books
was by an Asian writer, or set in Asia.” A few hands were raised.

Thus, the start of ‘Images of Asia’ - an occasional seminar at the Australian Centre for Youth Literature, featuring
writer and illustrator - Sally Rippin, and writers, Hoa Pham, Gillian Rubinstein and Joseph Vondra.

It is always interesting to explore the first experience of ‘Asia’. Often it is about food or a stopover on the way to
Europe; a cheap trip to Bali instead of Noosa; the Vietnam War; a trip down Victoria Street for Vietnamese soup.

For most of us, our schooling was resolutely Euro-centric, our reading even more so. We were reticent to engage
with Asia as teachers.  We were put off by a lack of knowledge of the region, daunted by the diversity of ‘Asia’,
enmeshed in the treatment of Asia as the ‘exotic other’; restricted by the place of folk tales, of Conrad, of colonialism
and Somerset Maugham.

As former Prime Minister, Paul Keating, wrote in The Age on March 31,2000,

I believe most Australians are interested in engagement with Asia and see its importance…however…some of us
have a problem thinking about it. In the same way that Victorian England regarded the worthy poor, or antebellum
American southerners felt sentimental about warm-hearted mammies, Australians have a dangerous inclination to
want our neighbours to be little brown brothers – fuzzy wuzzy angels who we can help…

The crisis in East Timor last year raised many questions for Australians about our identity, role in the region, physical
proximity to Timor and Indonesia and questions about who our ‘global friends’ might be.

So what did ‘Images of Asia’ evoke and provoke for the audience?  Foremost in the discussion was the question
that is so significant for Australians of diverse backgrounds:  “What is my identity?” “How do I exist within two
cultures?” The ‘Wog-boy’ question.

Sally Rippin explored this through her Chinese-Australian character Fang Fang, who struggles with the Chinese
aspects of her identity. She explored it too through her own fusion of skills, using the ‘four treasures’ of ricepaper,
inkstone, inkstick and brush to produce vibrant ‘East meets West’ illustrations for her work.

Hoa Pham’s presentation grappled with similar questions. While she has Vietnamese parents, she rejects the tag of
‘Vietnamese-Australian’.  Hoa spoke passionately about the stereotyping of Vietnamese in Australian media.  “High
VCE scores or heroin trade – that’s how young Vietnamese are portrayed here.”  Part of Hoa’s intention in writing is
to ‘mainstream’ her Vietnamese characters so that they appear as part of the diversity of Australian life rather than
as exotic ‘outsiders’.

The question raised for English teachers and librarians is how to use material about other cultures without it remaining
purely in the ‘exotic’ category. How do we work with students so that the stories illuminate the similarities as much
as the differences?  How does Hoa’s story about the Buddhist funeral become a story that  impacts on all readers’
experiences? Why does it matter? Both Hoa’s and Sally’s works explore perennial questions of identity for all students:
“Am I normal” “How do I fit in?”

Gillian Rubinstein and Joseph Vondra both discussed the politics of writing about other cultures. Gillian set her last
novel in modern Japan and is currently exploring feudal Japan as a setting for her writing. “Apart from trying to go
there as much as possible, some of my Japanese friends give me feedback,”  she responded, to a question about the
issue of crossing cultures. She admits to a level of nervousness, of tentativeness in this venture. It is the hoary old question of
political correctness; “Who dares go there?” aimed at writers who venture away from writing about ‘WASP’ culture.

Jo Vondra’s response was “I tried to avoid the politics.”  Set, as it is at the end of
Portuguese reign in East Timor, with the ominous presen ce of Indonesia at the periphery
of events, Jo’s novel No name Bird sets the scene for more recent events in Timor.  His
own method of feeling secure in writing about another culture is similar to Rubinstein’s;
he has been to Timor.

The question of  “Who dares go there?” is just as relevant for teachers. “Who dares
teach about another culture? How do you focus on th e narrative and characters in
a story based in East Timor where recent events threaten to swallow the novel? How
do you deal with political issues?

There are no easy answers in these encounters in Asia and Australia but one of
Rubinstein’s characters (in Shinkei) provided a sense of the liberation for me in exploring
another culture; ‘Trying to speak another language made Andrew feel like a
completely different person. He saw how he n eed not be constrained by where he
lived or the family he was born into. He could be anyone. ‘And so, for our students,
and ourselves encountering Asia, in all its guises, provides an opportunity to question
and reflect on our own identity and to explore other, and similar, ways of being.

AEF NEWS 17
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linking latitudes 2001

Shanghai and China
April 2001

he Linking Latitudes 2001 conference and
fieldwork program has received over 200
registration s from Au stralia an d New

Zealand. A strong contingency of teachers and
educators will participate in  th is stimulatin g
professional development program in the studies
of Asia with a focus on China.

Plan n in g, un der th e expert gu idan ce of a
National Steering Committee,  is well underway
for the four-day conference at the Peace Hotel
in Shanghai. The conference will provide a rich
program to cater for the range of educators
attending the Conference and include keynote
addresses, panel presentations, visits to schools,
site visits, a poster presentation and workshops.

Three quarters of delegates have chosen to
participate in the fieldtrips occurring before and
after the conference. The fieldwork program will
further develop participants’ knowledge and
understanding of the diversity of China. Fieldtrips
range from rural to urban, mountains to rivers and
from three days to seven days in duration.

Delegates are in vited to con tribu te to t h e
Australia - China Links Directory that will detail
education links and programs between Australia
and China. The Directory will complement day four
of the conference, Linking Educators, and will be a
useful tool to facilitate and further partnerships and
links between Australia and China.

Social activities include welcome drinks on the
rooftop of the Peace Hotel with the Peace Hotel’s
world famous jazz band, a gala dinner in the historic
Peace Hotel ballroom and evening entertainment
including acrobats, river cruises and food markets.
An accompanying persons program is available.

Registrations for Linking Latitudes 2001 close on
December 1st, 2000

For further information about the Conference
Program contact

Julie Dyer
Tel: 03 9349 1899
Fax: 03 9347 1768
email: j.dyer@asialink.un imelb.edu.au

Linking Latitudes 2001:
Collaborative Curriculum
Projects

Teachers and students are invited to participate
in a number of collaborative curriculum projects
th at will exten d an d support teach in g an d
learning about China and Australia in classrooms
as part of  th e AEF’s secon d in t ern ation al
conference for Australian educators in Shanghai
in April 2001.

Australia-China Writing Project - ‘My life -
our future’

You could get to Linking Latitudes 2001 for free!

The Australia-China writing project will feature
Australian and Chin ese secondary students’
writing about their future hopes and aspirations.
One Chin ese and one Australian secondary
student will be chosen to present their writing in
Shanghai. A selection of writings will be featured
in a magazine to be distributed to participating
schools and conference delegates. This project
is spon sored by  Th e Myer Fou n dat ion  an d
managed by Museum Victoria and the Asia
Education Foundation (AEF) in partnership with
I*EARN Australia (iearn.ventures).

Closing date: December 1, 2000.

Australia-China Portrait Project - ‘Talking
Heads’

The first 20 schools to submit entries will win a copy
of the Access Asia CD-ROM, Asia At A Glance,
published by Curriculum Corporation.

Talking Heads is a bilateral Visual Arts/SOSE/English
project in which Chinese and Australian students
conduct an inter-generational interview with a
member of their family, construct a portrait in
words, and a visual portrait of their chosen family
member. A selection of Chinese and Australian
students’  work will be exhibited at the Linking
Latitudes 2001 Conferen ce, Shanghai. Sixty entries
w ill be ch osen  on  a w ebsite an d w ill be
accompanied by teacher materials. The Asia
Education Foundation (AEF) in partnership with
Curriculum Corporation is sponsoring this project.

Closing date:  February 22, 2001.

Check out th e Linking Latitudes 2001 website for
further details:
www.asialink.unimelb.edu.au/aef/shanghai/
curriculum.htm

AEF’s Second lnternational
Conference:

TT
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trekking in Nepal
Opportunity for Teachers to Trek in
Nepal  2 - 18 January 2001
(Land component)

ay sham fe re, ray sham fe re, oorara
gonkey, darama basyum.’ I can still
h ear th is melodic tu ne th at th e

sherpas on our trek would sing and dance…
A loose translation reads ‘the silk cloth moves
in th e win dow, should I fly away or shou ld I
stay in the hills?’  (Extract from Nepal Trek,
participant report).

Malla Trek s in  Kat h m an du , Nepal, in
part n ersh ip w it h  t h e Asia Edu cat ion
Foun dation , is offering Australian teachers,
part n ers an d stu den ts t h e opport u n ity to
part ake in  a cross-cu lt u ral edu cat ion al
adventure while trekking in Nepal.

Malla Treks is operated by S tan Armin gton
(au th or of Lon ely P lan et’s Trekkin g in  th e
Nepal - Himalaya ).  The trek is being offered at
a very competitive price because Malla Treks
wishes to promote international exchanges with
Nepali teachers and students and encourage
Australian teachers and schools to organise
similar treks for their own students in the future.

The tour

The16-day tour consists of a group of 10 or more
teachers, partners and students (aged 12 years
and above), and is led by an experienced
Sherpa through the magnificent Annapurna
region of Nepal. The Annapurna region expands
from th e Himalayan  ran ge, th rough  to the
Tibetan Plateau.

Th e tou r inclu des six n igh ts in Kath man du ,
in clu ding a two-day w orkshop with  Nepali
teachers at Rato Bangala School, Kathmandu
and ten days’ trekking in the Annapurna region.
Participants will be required to prepare a short
presentation for the Kathmandu workshop.

Cost

The land component will cost $1,500 AUD per
person payable prior to departure. It will include
twin-share accommodation, a guide, domestic
travel, trekking permit and meals whilst on the
trek.

Travel A rrangements

The international airfare will be approximately
$2,000 AUD depending on the airline. The land
component of the trip will run from 2–18 January
2001.

Participants are responsible for arranging their
ow n  in tern ation al t ravel to an d from
Kath man du . Malla Treks will arran ge travel
arrangements during the trek. Some of the costs
of the tour may be tax deductible.

Lonely Planet Publications will generously supply
each participant with the Nepal Lonely Planet
Travel Survival Kit.

There is no selection process. Any teacher,
partner, and children who are over 12 years who
are reasonably fit and healthy are welcome to
participate.

For further information, please contact:

Kylie Paine, Project Officer
Asia Education Foundation
Tel: 03 9349 1899
Fax: 03 9347 1768
email: k.paine@asialink.u nimelb.edu.au
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korean studies workshop
n July this year, the Australian Principals
Associations Professional Development
Council (APAPDC) in partnership with the

Asia Education Foundation invited school leaders
to the Korean Studies Workshop Program.

Th e Korean  S tu dies Workshop Program is a
sign ifican t opportu n ity for Australian  school
leaders to experience Korea, meet education
colleagu es from aroun d th e world an d visit
schools and education institu tions.

The 12t h annual Korean Studies Workshop co-
hosted by the Korea Foun dation  and Korea
University was h eld over 16 days from June 27 to
J u ly 12. In  all,  th ere w ere
thirty-seven educators from
Can ada, New  Zealan d,
United States and Australia
w h o part icipat ed in  th e
program.

The Australian delegation included:

Mary Johnston, Department of Education Training
and Youth Affairs, AC T - Group Leader

Susan Bouch er, Executive Officer, APAPDC, SA

Helen Strauch, Principal - Narrabundah College, AC T

Michael Lee, Principal - Mount Carmel School, NSW

Trevor Rogers, Principal - Murray Bridge High
School, SA

Sue McMillan, Principal - The Norwood - Morialta
High School, SA

Helen Lovegrove, Deputy Principal - Tumby Bay
Area School, SA

Owen Kenny, Principal - Berkeley Vale Community
High School, NSW

Mark Fren, Principal - Holy Family Primary School,
NSW

Lan Wang - Cu rriculum Corporation.

Susan Boucher reflects on participation in the
Korean Studies Workshop Program:

Through lectures at Korea University we learnt
mu ch  abou t t h e h istory, politics, cu ltu re,
literature, sociology, education, religion, art and
north-south relationships. The lectures provided
insights into Korean society and provided an
excellent background to make sense of our
experiences outside the University.

Program highlights included:

• a visit to Panmu njom, the De-Militarised
Zon e, t h at  brou gh t  h om e t h e div ide
between North and Sout h Korea

• th e opportu n ity  to
communicate with Korean
teachers at the Daeil Foreign
Language High School and
teach in g 45  en th u siast ic
year ten  st u den ts abou t
Australia. Watching student’s

faces as they tasted vegemite and sang
“Au ssie Au ssie Au ssie Oi Oi Oi”  w as
something I will never forget. These students
generously took us into their homes to meet
th eir fam ilies an d experien ce Korean
hospitality

• being able to view at first han d th e latest
advances in automation and robotics at
the Hyun dai Electronics Factory and then
dine with 6,000 workers in the cafeteria

• th e overnigh t stay at th e Haen sa Temple
captu red th e seren ity an d daily life of
t h e m on ks. Wakin g at  3 .0 0  am  t o
participat e in  th e daily ch an tin g ritu al
w ith in  th e su rroun ds of th e temple w as
a h igh ligh t

• a daily dose of Kimchi - pickled cabbage -
available for breakfast, lunch and dinner
and the extensive range of Korean dishes
available at each meal.

The rich fabric of such a program
should be part of as many educators’
experience as possible.  The specific
knowledge and insights gained and
contacts made will enable school
leaders to extend knowledge and
u n derstan din g t o t h eir sch ool
community about Korea.

T h ese v iv id an d m em orable
experien ces remain  w ith  me. I w ill
retu rn  to Korea next year for th e
In t ern at ion al C on federat ion  of
Prin cipals’  Con feren ce to be h eld
in  Kyon gju , Sou th  Korea,  J u ly 17 -
21, 2001.

For m ore in form at ion  abou t th e
In tern ation al C on federation  of
Principals Conference
Contact: Susan Bouch er, APAPDC
Telephone: 08 8463 5860
email: sboucher@ozemail.com.au

Susan Boucher, Execu tive Officer, APAPDC with  studen ts from Daeil Fo reign  Language
High  Schoo l, Seou l

‘School prin cipals  play  a
piv otal role in  im prov ing
student learning.’

II
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ticfa program, 2000 - 2001
record nu mber of 162 edu cators will participate in eigh t stu dy tours in th e 2000-2001 TICFA
programs to In dia, Vietnam, Japan, Chin a (tw o groups) , C ambodia an d Thailand, Korea and
In don esia.

TICFA will not include Laos in the January 2001 Lao/Thailand stu dy tour as the Australian Department
of Foreign Affairs and Trade currently warns against group travel in the Lao Democratic Republic.
In place of the Lao sector the stu dy tour will now  in clude a visit to one of the “wonders of the world”-
Angkor Wat in Cambodia. This visit will provide a great wealth of knowledge for Australian teachers
about the ext raordinary Khm er Empire wh ich began  to build An gkor in 802AD after 800 years of reign
as one of South-east Asia’s greatest civilizations. Two days working in schools in nearby Siem Riep will
provide teachers w ith an insigh t into contemporary Cambodia as well.

Cath olic, Independent an d governmen t education  jurisdictions from each state and territory will fund
the following participants in th e 2000-2001 TICFA program.  The Asia 2000 Fou ndation  of New Zealan d
is fundin g two educators in the India study tour.

China Study Tour – Group 1

Tour Leaders

Jing Yu, Belconnen High School, AC T

Susan Ledger, Murdoch University, WA

Participant s

Jan Bevan, Glenaeon Rudolf Steiner School, NSW

Mary Clark, Seymour College, SA

Verna Comley, Holy Trinity School, AC T

Kevin Etherington, Holy Family Primary School, NSW

Jenny Frost, St Bernard’s Primary School, NSW

Barry Gardner, Guildford Grammar School, WA

Ross Garfoot, Narrabundah College, AC T

Phillip Holmes, St Michael’s Collegiate Sch ool, TAS

Leanne Kelly, Freeman Catholic High School, NSW

Brooke Lawton, S t Joseph’s Primary School, NSW

Ranbir Malik, Willetton Senior High School, WA

Russel McCool, Newcastle Grammar School, NSW

Elaine Moore, Presbyterian Ladies’ College,
Sydney,NSW

Tania Parolin, Bede Polding College, NSW

Luci Petrus, All Saints Catholic Primary School, SA

Sue Thompson, Tumby Bay Area School, SA

Meagan Tolsher, S t Joseph’s Primary School, NSW

China Study Tour – Group 2

Tour Leaders

Jill Wilson, AEF Advisor, VIC

Tom Parker, The Asialink Centre, University
of Melbourne, VIC

Participant s

Gabrielle Bailey, Waratah Primary School, NSW

Julia Baldo, Lindfield Primary School, NSW

AA

Ch ristine Go rman , St Angust ine’s Prima ry Schoo l, NSW, a t  the Lancang  No 1 Midd le
School Ch ina , 2000

Alexis Dailey, Mt Carmel High School, NSW

Mike Dye, Warburton Christian School, VIC

Mercedes Goss, S t Patricks Primary School, NSW

Anne-Maree Lee, St Brigid’s School, NSW

Richard Leo, Christian Outreach College,QLD

Paul Mackay, St Thomas More College,QLD

Lucinda McKnight, Curriculum Corporation,VIC

Julie Miller, St Clare’s Primary Sch ool, NSW

Sue Nuttall, St J ohn’s Primary Sch ool, NSW

Kerrie Robinson, St Joseph’s Primary School, NSW

Gail Sadleir, Carlton Public School, NSW

Ann Sheedy, St Clare’s Primary Sch ool, NSW

Elisabeth Stanton, Christian Outreach
College Brisbane, QLD

Christos Tsiplakis, Daylesford Primary School, VIC

Adam Wynn, Windsor Park Public School, NSW
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ticfa program, 2000 - 2001

Japan Study Tour

Tour Leaders

Shigeko Nariyama, The University of Melbourne, VIC

Richard Laurie, Curriculum Corporation, VIC

Participant s

Trisha Bielby, Ou r Lady Help of Christians, SA

Susan Boettcher, Narrabundah College, AC T

Louise Campbell, St Michael’s School, NSW

Lisa Dopheide, East Fremantle Primary School, WA

Ingrid Gilmour, Rosetta High School, TAS

Sarah-Jane Grove, Radford College, AC T

Kylie Harrison, St Joseph’s Primary School, NSW

Robyn Perry, St Ursula’s College, NSW

Alison Lanyon, West Busselton Primary School, WA

Sherrill Lindner, Scotch College, Junior School, SA

Fran Maw, St Joseph’s School, NSW

Luke McGrath, Immaculate Heart of Mary, NSW

Raymond Millikin, Oranda Rudolf Steiner
School, AC T

Sharon Milsome, St Anne’s Primary School, NSW

Maryann Pearson, Woodcroft College, Junior
School, SA

Margaret Kelly, St John the Evangelist High
School, NSW

Tracy Pender, Lake Joondalup Baptist College, WA

Lesley Pitt, Mount Carmel Sch ool, NSW

Rudite Retallick, Henschke Primary School, NSW

Sharon Robinson, St Patrick’s Marist College, NSW

Peter Webb, Terra Sancta College, NSW

Australia-Korea Teacher
Exchange, September 2000

Tour Leader

Kurt Mullane, Asia Education Foundation, VIC

Participant s

Anita Adams, St Joseph’s School, SA

Walter Birkenbeil, Toora Primary School, VIC

Scott Collier, Bendigo Senior Secondary
College, VIC

Cathy Contala, St Aloysius College, SA

Sharee Haberle, Glenorchy Primary School, TAS

Josie Hawkins, St Peter Chanel School, VIC

Lynn Jones, Telopea Park School, AC T

Terence Kelly, St Joseph’s Primary School, NSW

Rod Kemp, Barmera Primary School, SA

Jill Nash, Beechworth Primary Sch ool, VIC

Angela Vetsicas, Rowville Primary School, VIC

Japan  study tour pa rt icipan ts, a fter Shodo  (Callig raphy) wo rkshop , Osaka , Ap ril 2000
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ticfa program, 2000 - 2001
Indonesia Study Tou r

Tour Leaders

Kathy Kiting, Chapman Primary School, AC T

Tony Kiting, Indonesia Consultant, AC T

Participant s

Wallis Anderson, Aquinas College, QLD

Irena Blinkhorn, St Michael’s Sch ool, NSW

Peter Condon, Holy Family School, Kelso, NSW

Bronwyn Craig, St Patrick’s Parish School, NSW

Carolyne Fraser, Adelaide High School, SA

Christine Gane, North West Christian School, TAS

Grace Hile, St Anthony’s School, NSW

Glynis Hughes, Kongwak Primary School, VIC

Deborah Hutton, St Francis Xavier School, NSW

Elaine Jacobsen, Yarrunga Primary School, VIC

Julia Lambert, Siena Catholic College, QLD

Verity Madsen, St Clare’s School, NSW

Abigail Middleton, St Mary’s Primary School,
NSW

Julie O’Keefe, St Joseph’s Primary School, VIC

Dermott O’Neill, St Mary’s Primary Sch ool, NSW

David Ong, Daramalan College, AC T

Michele Rowe, St John’s Primary School, NSW

Kim Seuren, Pakenham Hills Primary School, VIC

Mavis Tin, Winthrop Baptist College, WA

Nicole Wearne, Torquay Primary Sch ool, VIC

Jean Whiting, St Paul’s Sch ool, NSW

Tony Yap, Kingsway Christian College, WA

Thailand /Cambodia Study Tour

Tour Leader/s

Kristi Sheldon, Asia Education Foundation, VIC

Jacyl Shaw, The Asialink Centre, University of
Melbourne, VIC

Participant s

Gary Baker, Belconnen High School, AC T

Susanne Bartlett, Bethesda Christian College, SA

Margaret Bodel, St Matthew’s Primary School, AC T

Rae Cook, Santa Maria College, WA

Monica Durrant, St Norbert College, WA

Leanne Dykes, Padbury Catholic School, WA

Andrew Edmondson, Bethesda Christian College, SA

Katherine Elliot, S t Michael’s School, NSW

Gabrielle Fregnan, Margaret River Senior
High School, WA

Merilyn Hoysted, Westbourne Grammar
School, VIC

Jennifer Kondylas, Our Lady Help of Christian’s
Primary School, SA

Maureen Lavender, Thomas More College, SA

Annette McKenzie, St Francis Xavier College, NSW

Christina Noble, St Patrick’s School, NSW

Meagan Passmore, Our Lady of the Rosary

School, NSW

Yvonne Roberts, Natone Primary School, TAS

Louise Watson, Lameroo Regional Community
School, SA

Gordon White, Haileybury College, VIC

Fiona Wringe, Padbury Catholic College, WA
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ticfa participants, 2000 - 2001

India Study  Tour

Tour Leaders

Pamela Stewart, AEF Advisor, WA

Ian Dawes, Australian Volunteers International,WA

Participant s

Natasha Bebich, S t Brigid’s College, WA

Ann-Maree Blunt, Helens District High School, TAS

Jan Borschmann, Torquay Primary School, VIC

Helen Bowley, St Aloysius College, SA

Eva Frohlich, Lyneham High School, AC T

Laura Gant, St J ohn Bosco College, NSW

Kerri Young, Moolap Primary School, VIC

Vietnam Study Tour

Tour Leaders

Gerard Broadfoot, Catholic Education Office, VIC

Nel Smit, Department of Education, TAS

Participant s

Lee Besgrove, Dickson College, AC T

Danielle Blomeley, Derrinallum P-12 College, VIC

Peter Burke, Saint Ignatius College, NSW

Margaret Cullen, Saint Ignatius College, NSW

Jenny Dunn, Sacred Heart School, NSW

Kate Forest, Grace Christian School, WA

Christine Giles, Pulteney Grammar Sch ool, SA

Julie Gleeson, Aquinas College, VIC

Patricia Hallinan, Marian College, VIC

Janene Hancock, Risdon Vale Primary School, TAS

Judith Hearne, St Liwara Catholic School, WA

Jan Jodrell, Northcliffe District High School, WA

David Kolpak, St Peter’s College, Junior School, SA

Philippa Macfarlane, St Jerome’s Primary School, NSW

Paul McAllister, Hennessy Catholic College, AC T

Molly McGuire, Bayside College, VIC

Simon Power, Ballarat Secondary College, VIC

Lucy Rahaley, Mercey Primary School, WA

Raewyn Green, Du nedin College of Education,

New Zealand

Pip Hunter, The University of Waikato, New Zealand

Christine Johansen, Su biaco Primary School, WA

Donella Johnston, St Francis Xavier College, AC T

Gai Jones, St Finbar’s Primary School, NSW

Petone May, Blackfriars Priory Sch ool, SA

Pauline O’Brien, Beaconsfield Primary School, WA

Marianne Swain, Hale Junior School, WA

Sue Veall, Woodville Primary School, SA

Julie Vitnell, Hunter Valley Grammar School, NSW
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teacher stories
n n ette Mou lt an d Maria Lever f rom
Tasman ia h ave con tribu ted t o th e
forthcoming teacher stories publication.

I began teaching at Geilston Bay High School in
1989 as a teacher of English, Social Science and
Speech and Drama. At that time, the year 10 Social
Science syllabus, included a unit on south-east Asia
and the unit on the Developing World could use
Asian  coun tries as examples for comparin g
“developed” and “developing” nations. This was
the extent of my teaching of the studies of Asia
an d it depen ded on timetable an d staffin g
decisions as to whether I taught the year 10 course.

My real interest in this area of teaching came in
1998, when I was invited to attend a NALSAS
Materials Professional Development Workshop, in
Melbourne. It was a “train the trainer” workshop,
which made me familiar with a new set of texts,
Impressions, Reflections and Dimensions, texts
from Asia. This workshop made me aware of the
possibilities of using Asian sources as a part of both
my English and SOSE curricula. I began tentatively
by using a few individual sources from Impressions
but soon became confident and introduced
whole units in English and as part of the integrated
curriculum.

My advice to others is, “ provide yourself with a
small team of enthusiastic people who will support
you by sharing their knowledge and resources as
well as by presenting a critical sounding board
for your ideas. Attend as many workshops as you
can, as they are invaluable not only to increase your
knowledge but also to introduce new teaching
methodology and resources. Don’t forget, as in any
change process, the
beginnin g is often
difficult.”

I feel that I can gauge
my su ccess by th e
quality of studen ts’
w ork an d by th eir
motivation in wanting
to fin d ou t m ore
abou t Asia an d its
people. My personal
p r o f e s s i o n a l
development has
provided me with the
stimulus to devise and
share successful
teaching and learning
units. The feedback
given at each of the
workshops, which  I
have presented, has
been very positive.

Annette Moult

n 1984 I remember working with our staff at a small primary
school in Glenorchy, to introduce a new Social Studies
program. It included concepts of change: communities and

environment, and while it afforded the potential for a global
curriculum, most units tended to be localised and inward looking.

Some time in 1993, my principal, Bevis Ross, received a call that
began a whole chain of even ts for his school; and as it turned out,
especially for me. Our school had been invited to join the AEF Magnet
Schools Program, and Bevis invited me to be our school co-ordinator.

Asian Studies in 1993 implemented a networking ethos in and
between the schools where it operated.  It gave me some of my
first opportunities for interaction, with many other wonderful
teachers and educators, not least of all our much loved and
respected State Advisor, Jan Kiernan.

There were also many courses such as Graduate Courses in Asian
Studies. It was again affirming to be always supported either
financially or in kind to participate in these learning experiences.
The outcomes of these courses were to influence my teaching.
Most recently these have included information technology as
we make even closer links with Asia from our classrooms.

With the on-going support of the AEF, I have co-ordinated successful
Asia weeks in schools in which I have taught over the last nine
years. It is always very heart warming and educationally effective,
to see a whole school community working together towards a
common goal such as increased understanding of Asia and its peoples.

I also attended the Linking Latitudes Conference in Bali in 1995.
There I was able to learn from other teachers throughout Australia
and presenting a workshop using newspapers, Asia in Print, that
Jan Kiernan and I had co-authored with the support of the Mercury
Newspaper in Tasmania. This is still a very valuable resource.

It was due to the AEF that my publishing confidence first began
when my Learning About Indonesia was published as one of a
series of five curriculum units supplied to participants in Including

the Studies of Asia in
Curriculum in 1995.

I feel so fortunate in
h avin g been  th e
teach er asked to
im plem en t Asian
Studies in my school in
1993. The opportunity
for m e in  learn in g
about Asia then, now
an d in to th e futu re
has been personally
enriching, motivating
and exciting. It is with
an ticipation  th at  I
con tin u e t h e n ext
stage of my journey
with my involvement
in  stu dies of Asia
con tin u in g as th e
h igh ligh t of a v ery
happy career.

Maria Lever

AA

I feel that I can gauge my success by
the quality of students’ work and by their
motivation in wanting to find out more
about Asia and its people.  

The opportunity for me in learning about Asia then,
now and into the future has been personally enriching,
motivating and exciting. It is with anticipation that I
continue the next stage of my journey with my
involvement in studies  of Asia continuing as the
highlight of a very happy career.
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Annette Mou lt  and  Ma ria  Lever, Ta sman ia

II



new materials
Asia at a Glance

English Curriculum Units – Secondary

Due for release - November 2000

This 96 page teachers’ book has been specifically designed for use with the CD-
ROM Asia at a Glance. It is intended for use by secondary teachers of years 7-10
to integrate studies of Asia into their teaching of English.

The book draws on the collection of texts contained on the CD-ROM Asia at a
Glance which are set in and around nine countries in Asia: Vietnam, Japan, Korea,
China, India, Thailand, Indonesia, the Philippines and Malaysia.

Each country is represented by three ‘slices of life’ and a variety of forms are used including:
short stories, poetry, journalism, plays, satires, letters, monologues and journals.

Exercises for each text follow the same pattern and a grid allows teachers to see
‘at a glance’ the country, text, form of writing and issue that is most appropriate.

Asia at a Glance

Studies  of Society and the Environment Curriculum Units  - Secondary

Due for release - November 2000

Asia at a Glance: Studies of Society and the Environment Curriculum Units – Secondary is designed for SOSE
teachers of years 7–10 to integrate studies of Asia and the use of electronic sources
into their teaching.

Asia at a Glance: Studies of Society and the Environment Curriculum Units –
Secondary is the second teacher book designed for use with the Asia at a Glance
CD-ROM. It draws on the wealth of information, stories and photographs contained
on the CD-ROM – as well as Internet sources – to weave an exciting journey throu gh
nine countries, Vietnam, Japan, Korea, China, India, Thailand, Indonesia, the
Philippines and Malaysia using the strands of Studies of Society and the Environment.

Illustrated student worksheets and detailed instructions for their use are provided
with each unit. Units include:

· endangered species
· patterns of trade
· the impact of tourism
· the Bangladesh floods of 1998.

Go Indonesia!  Website

www.curriculum.edu.au/accessasia/goindonesia/index.htm

Go Indonesia! builds on the award-winning Indonesia website. It
provides students with a fully interactive introduction to the five major
islands of the Indonesian archipelago. Each section based on one of
the five major island contains four areas of interest covering the
curriculum areas of The Arts, English and Studies of Society and the
En viron m en t. Hidden  in form ation , fact  files, qu iz  act ivities,
photographs and a rich selection of off-screen activity sheets make
this site a valuable classroom and home resource for years 3-9.

A LOTE section draws on the site’s wealth of illustrative material to
teach and test student’s comprehension of bahasa Indonesia at a
self-driven pace.
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         access asia materials
Asia Counts  Primary

Asia Counts  Secondary

Due for release January 2001.

Asia Counts comprise 20 units and contain lesson plans, stu dent worksheets, and teacher notes
organised around a series of core topics su ch as transport and communication, customs and
culture and playing games. Procedural steps are interspersed with numeracy notes, illustrations
and imaginative exercises to create a series of stimulating and engaging classroom activities for
both primary and secondary levels.

The authors, J an Kiernan and Howard Reeves, comment:

These teacher books consist of a series of units of classroom materials specifically
designed to link Studies of Society and the Environment and numeracy.

In  th e con text of differen t Asian  th emes, th is collection  of materials provides
opportunities for teachers to be explicit and intentional about the development and
application of mathematical ideas and concepts that are fundamental to students
becoming more numerate while enriching their learning experiences in the subject
area of Studies of Society and the Environment.

60°–170° East

by Jan Kiernan
Upper primary student resource
$43.55

Ins ide King Sejong’s  Gate
by Geoffrey Ainsworth  & Ju lia Fraser
Studen t reso u rce
$20 .65 , 48 pp

Our Home

by Rob Watson with Yuki Asano and Darian
Ward Middle and upper primary student
resource
$16.95, 48 pp illustrated

Access Asia Series Primary Materials

Indonesia Kaleidoscope
by Helen Agostino & Kathy Kiting
Middle and upper primary teacher resource
$38.10, 128 pp

Access Asia: Primary Teaching
and Learning Units
Lower, middle and upper primary teacher
resource with student worksheets
$32.65, 192 pp illustrated

Snapshots  of As ia
by Sue Led ger & Richard  Ledg er
Lower to  midd le p rimary studen t and  teacher
reso u rce
$196.15,  six b ig  bo oks and  teacher g u ide

Exploring Korea
by Geoffrey Ainsworth  & Ju lia Fraser
Upp er p rimary teacher resou rce
$32 .65 , 64 pp

To Market
by Julie Hamston, Keith Pigdon, Marilyn Woolley
Upper primary student resource
$20.65, 48 pp in colour

Images
by Magg ie Heg arty and  Margaret Stephens
The Arts: Midd le & upp er p rimary s tuden t
reso u rce $20 .65 , 48 pp  fu ll co lou r
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Vietnam: Young People, Old
Country (Primary)

by Robert Lewis
Upper primary teacher resource with
student worksheets
$32.65, 80 pp

Many Flowers
by Warren Brewer (compiler)
English: Lower, middle and upper primary
student resource
$20.65, 60 pp illustrated

A Look at Indonesia
LOTE: Midd le and  upper p rimary teacher resou rce
with  video  and  worksheet
$59 .95 , package  32 p p  boo k & 65  min  video
schoo l and  p lay.

School’s  Out!
by Rob Watson
Upper primary student resource
$18.50, 48 pp with photographs
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access asia materials

Exploring North-East Asia: China,
Japan, Korea

by Anna-Lou ise Allen  & John  Ho lt
Lower secondary studen t resou rce
$24 .95 , 128  p p  fu ll co lou r

Vietnam: Young People, Old
Country (Secondary)

by Robert  Lewis
Teacher resou rce with  studen t worksheets
$32 .65 , 80 pp  illu strated

Exploring North-East Asia: China,
Japan, Korea

by Anna-Louise Allen & John Holt
Lower secondary student resource
$27.20, 128 pp full colour

A Thai Journey

by Rosalie Triolo and Robert Lewis
Lower to middle secondary teacher resource
with student worksheets
$32.65, 120 pp illustrated

Access Asia: Secondary
Teaching and Learning Units

Teacher resource with student worksheets
$32.65, 200 pp illustrated

Business  in Asia

by Michael Caudle
Middle secondary student resource
$29.40, 96 pp with photographs

Hanabi

by Geoffrey Ainsworth
English: secondary student resource
$27.20, 40 pp, with colour photographs

Sharing Fruit

Erica Mahn (Compiler)
English: Middle to upper secondary student
resource
$27.20, 176 pp

Asia Scope

Student resource
$158.05, 143 min, 2 videotapes

Voices and Values: Citizenship
in Asia

by Beth Gilligan
Lower secondary student resource
$16.30, 32 pp

Dimensions , Reflections ,
Impress ions

Anthony Bott, Lee Grafton, Doug Trevaskis,
Carolyn Millard (Compilers)
English: Anthologies
Impressions $14.95
Reflections $19.95
Dimensions $24.95

Into India

Middle secondary teacher and student
resource
$108.95, 216 pp illustrated book and 150 min
videotape

Same Difference

by Michael Hyde and Helen Parr
$21.75, 72 pp

Vis ions

by Rob Watson
Primary and secondary student resource
$27.20, 80 pp in colour

Access Asia Series Secondary Materials

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

For Curriculum Corporation’s teaching and

learning resources, please phone Customer

Service on (03) 9207 9600 or toll free on 1800 337
405 (outside Melbourne metropolitan area) or

visit the website at

www.curriculum.edu.au

Curriculum Corporation

Casselden Place
Level 5,

2 Lonsdale Street

Melbourne  VIC  3000
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Chinese-American His tory Award

Jo  Ta te, Ara ra t  Community Co llege,
Victo ria , a t  Ch ildnet In terna tiona l, 2000
Awa rds in  Ba rbados, Sep tember

Linking to the Global Classroom

o Tate, a teacher from Ararat Community
College in rural Victoria received a
Special Aw ard for In div idu al

Achievement at the Childnet International 2000
Awards in Barbados in September. Jo travelled
to Barbados to accept her award, joining finalists
from  Can ada, Cost a Rica, In dia, Irelan d,
Namibia, Roman ia an d th e US. This award
recognises her contribution to education through
cross-curriculum Internet projects.

Since 1994, Jo has been a member of the I*EARN
network – a network of global schools committed
to improving understanding between young
people through internet-based projects. Jo’s
involvement with the AEF can be traced back
to 199 5 w h en  sh e w as aw arded a TICFA
scholarship to India. Students at Ararat engage
w ith  classroom s in  Ugan da an d Bu rm a to
understand about refugees, gain insights into
Japanese and Koorie art through the project East
Meets West and participate in Lab’s Alive a
science based project in 2000. Ararat Community
College is a member of the Access Asia Schools
Program in Victoria.

Jo has received a number of awards recognising
her outstanding achievements in technology,
global understandings and classroom practice.
Th ese have in clu ded Au stralian  College of
Education Innovation Awards (1996), Queens
Birth day Hon ours List (1998), Cable Wireless
Children’s Network Special innovation Award
(1999) and Victorian Technology Teacher of the
Year award (1999).

Jo continues to be involved with the work of the
AEF. She presented at the I*EARN international
teacher conference in Beijing in July, 2000 and is
coordinating the Australia-China Writing Project
- My Life- our Future collaborative curriculum
project as part of the Linkin g Latitudes 2001
conference.

Further information about the My Life-our Future
can be found at

www.asialink.unimelb.edu.au/aef/shanghai

JJ

n  in terest in  th e Chin ese immigran t
experien ce in  American  history has
resulted in Justin Briggs being awarded

one of the American History Scholarships for NSW
Government teachers. Justin is from Doonside
Tech n ology  High  Sch ool an d a n et w ork
coordinator in the Access Asia Program in New
South Wales.

The scholarship resulted in Justin travelling to
America for four weeks in July. His research in
the USA focused on places of historical, cultural
and academic interest in relation to the study of
the Chinese immigrant experience in American
History. Highlights of the month long tour included
San  Fran cisco’s Ch in atown ; the Mu seu m of
Western Heritage exhibition “On Gold Mountain”
which features Chinese - Americans and their role
in  nation  bu ildin g; a meetin g with  Professor
Lorraine Dong, California State University and
President of the Chinese American Historical
Society; The Academy of Motion Pictures at
Beverly Hills exhibition of the Hollywood artist
Dong Kingman and discussions with Murray Lee -
pre-eminent historian in San Diego.

The impact of Justin’s study tour has encouraged
him to lobby for the inclusion of Ancient China in
the NSW HSC History course and to develop a
web quest based on Chinese immigration to the
USA.

Earlier th is year J u stin  also w on  a Japan
Foundation scholarship. The combination of study
tours to Japan and the USA will further his study
towards a Masters of Education at the University
of Western Sydney and will enrich the Access Asia
program in New South Wales.

Resources and information gathered on the tour
will be posted on the school’s web page at
www.dths.au.com

Web quest - Chinese immigration and discrimination
http://sites.netscape.net/doonsideths/webquest2

Premier Bob  Ca r r with  American  Histo ry Scho la rsh ip  winner Just in
Briggs - an  Access Asia  netwo rk leader from Doonside High
School, NSW.

awards

AA
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Korean Studies  Workshop

Ms Mary Joh nston, Assistan t Secretary of th e

Qu ality Sch oolin g Bran ch  of DETYA, led th e

Australian delegation to this year’s Korean Studies

Workshop program, from 27 June to 13 July 2000.

The Australian delegation of ten, consisting mostly

of school principals, joined educationists from the

United S tates of America, Canada an d New

Zealand to participate in the program at Korea

Un iversity in  Seoul. Australia’s participation  is

offered through the AEF annually, funded by the

Korea Foundation as an initiative of the Korean

govern men t. Th e AEF’s partn ersh ip with  th e

Australian  Prin cipals’ Association  Professional

Developmen t Cou n cil (APAPD) in  th is year’s

program is a significant development for the AEF

as it engages peak professional organisations in

the studies of Asia agenda.

Since its establishment in 1992, the Commonwealth

has provided annual funding of approximately $1.1

million to the AEF.  Ms Johnston is the Commonwealth

representative on the AEF Advisory Board as well as

the Commonwealth representative on the Ministerial

Council on Education, Employment, Training and

news from detya
You th  Affairs (MC EETY A)  Nat ion al Asian

Languages and Studies in Australian Schools

(NALSAS) Taskforce.

NALSAS Strategy

The NALSAS Strategy is a cooperative initiative

of th e Common wealth , State an d Territory

governments which supports the provision of

enhanced and expanded Asian languages,

target in g J apan ese, Ch in ese (Man darin ) ,

In don esian  an d Korean  an d Asian  stu dies

through all schools.

Ms Di Kerr, Executive Direct or (Edu cation

Programs), Education Department of Western

Australia, has been appointed Chair of the

NALSAS Taskforce, replacing Mr Wal Czernezkyj

of the Northern Territory. The role of the NALSAS

Taskforce is to oversee and to report to MCEETYA

on the implementation of the NALSAS Strategy.

Th e Taskforce has representation  from th e

Commonwealth, all government school systems,

the peak bodies of Catholic and Independent

schools and the Australian Vice-Chancellors’

Committee.

Members o f the Austra lian  delega tion , includ ing  Ma ry Johnston (th ird  from righ t), DETYA, a t  the Ko rean  Stud ies Wo rkshop
Prog ra m, Ju ly
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news from detya
NALSAS Taskforce

In accordance with MCEETYA’s revised terms of

reference, the NALSAS Taskforce has developed a

detailed Phase 2 Strategic Plan for the NALSAS Strategy

(1999 – 2002). The Phase 2 Strategic Plan focuses on

four areas, namely curriculum delivery, teacher quality

and supply, strategic alliances, and outcomes and

accountability. The AEF has a role to support the

achievement of the NALSAS objectives.

The Commonwealth has allocated $90 million for

the NALSAS Strategy over the next three years to

2002.  Th is rein forced th e Com mon w ealth ’s

commitment to the study of Asian languages and

Asian studies in Australian schools.  Approximately

five percent of the Commonwealth funding is set

aside for national collaborative projects with the

balance of funds provided to the education

authorities on a per capita basis.

Collaborative Projects

NALSAS national projects are an important aspect

of the Strategy and involve the collaboration of

States, Territories and the Commonwealth.  The

projects are selected on the basis that they have

a national focus and are deemed to be more cost

effective when carried out collaboratively.

Projects initiated this year include:

Studies of Asia: Performing Arts Videos project will

develop a kit, comprising a series of video segments

from different cultures and supported by print

materials, for the upper primary/junior secondary level.

Studies of Asia: Asia Through Asian Eyes project

develops a ser ies of C D-ROMs presen t in g

authentic primary source materials from Asian

countries.

Asia EdNet (Stage 2)  will extend and develop the

Asia EdNet electronic facilities, particularly the

discussion group.  It will provide improved online

services to educators and to develop the services

to support the teaching of Asian languages.

Scan of Studies of Asia Activities in Pre-Service

Teacher Education project will report on the extent

of studies of Asia activities in pre-service teacher

education programs in Australia.  The research

dat a w ill in form  an d su pport  edu cation

authorities on teacher quality and supply issues

identified in the Phase 2 NALSAS Strategic Plan.

NA LSAS Studies of Asia Curriculum Support

Document: Professional Development Module

and Train-the-Trainer Program is intended to

su pport ju risdiction s to assist edu cators to

effectively utilise the NALSAS S tudies of Asia

Curriculum Support Documen t in their curriculum

planning. Up to 160 key personnel in all states

and territories will benefit from the train-the-

trainer program.

Studies of Asia Baseline Sample Survey  is

in ten ded to obtain  baselin e data on  wh at

Australian students know and understand about

studies of Asia.

Identifying Critical Factors for Effective Teaching

and Learning of Ideographic Writing Systems

project will identify and analyse perceptions of

the learning of ideographic writing systems,

teaching strategies for successful learning.

Conferences and Seminars project is intended

to raise the general awareness of the NALSAS

Strategy and to promote the use of materials

through displays at conferences and seminars

throughout Australia.

Annotated Bibliography and Analysis of NALSAS

Products project will provide a list of all important

resources for the teaching and learning of the

four NALSAS designated languages and studies

of Asia in Australia as well as recommendations

about future products.

A NA LSAS Website,  a cen tral sou rce of

information about the NALSAS Strategy and its

products with links to the education jurisdictions

websites, EdNA an d relevan t sites is u nder

development.

Further Information

Further information on the NALSAS Strategy can

be obtained from

The Coordinator, NALSAS Taskforce Secretariat

(LC 141), DETYA, GPO Box 9880,

Canberra City, AC T 2601.
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Studies of Asia for
Teachers by Distance
Participate in tertiary s tudies
from your home!

II n 2001 a partnership of the University of Tasmania and Flinders University will be offering nationally
eight graduate certificate units in Studies of Asia for Teachers by Distance. These units were developed
for National Asian Languages and Studies in Australian Schools (NALSAS) by universities and teachers

around Australia in collaboration with AEF.

The following units are available:

Learning Area      Unit Title Provider

Cross-Curricular • Teaching Asia - an introduction for primary and University of Tasmania
secondary teachers new to studies of Asia

• Asia in the Curriculum - designed to assist teachers and    University of Tasmania
curriculum specialists to integrate studies of Asia across
the curriculum

SOSE          •    Asian Cultures and Societies - introduces teachers to Asian      University of Tasmania
   civilisations and Early modern societies.

• Contemporary issues and values Flinders University

English • Literatures from Asia Flinders University

• Literary representations of Asian-Australian relations University of Tasmania

Arts • Arts of Asia  - Sources and Cultural Contexts Flinders University

• Arts in Contemporary Asia -Traditions and Tensions Flinders University

Exciting features of the units include:

• self-contained learning materials by CD Rom or print

• learn by distance but not alone with online discussions

• affordability - $700 per unit

• flexibility - personal timelines can be negotiated

• credit for prior learning available

• individual technical support available for all users

• post-graduate pathways: Graduate Certificate (4 Units)

Masters (8 units).

http://asia-for-teachers.educ.utas.edu.au

For enquiries:

University of Tasmania
Tel: 03 6226 2557
Fax: 03 6226 2569
email: Mary.FearnleySander@utas.edu.au

Flinders University
Tel: 08 8201 5268
Fax: 08 8201 3345
email: Doug.Trevaskis@flinders.edu/au

To enrol:
University of Tasmania units
Tel: 03 6324 3265
Fax: 03 6324 3048
email: melanie.baker@utas.edu.au

Flinders University units
Tel: 08 8201 5268
Fax: 08 8201 3184
email: John.Connell@flinders.edu.au


